Emergency Binder Contents

When disaster strikes and you need to evacuate your home or office immediately,

 there’s only one thing you need to reach for before you leave—

your “grab and go” emergency binder. 

Your binder should contain all your important information, valuable documents, and anything else you might need in the event you aren’t able to return home right away.

What should I include in my Emergency Binder? 
· ID page for each family member

· birth certificates

· copies of driver’s license

· passports

· social security cards

· copies of your credit cards front and back

· health insurance policy 

· homeowners insurance policy

· auto insurance policy

· life insurance policy

· bank statements

· investment account information

· car titles

· home loan documents

· retirement statements

· internet passwords (banking, personal, work etc)

· immunization records

· utility statements

· list of prescriptions currently taking

· work/tax documents that would be difficult to replace

· CASH – keep a variety of small bills on hand

Other Things to Consider Including:

· Certificate of Citizenship

· Adoption Papers

· Health records for your pets. You may need to prove that fido has updated shots for shelters.

· Copy of church membership records

· Ward List

· Marriage License

· First Aid How To Documents

· How To for Emergencies

· Shutoff locations for gas & water in your home

· Map of local area

How Do I Organize My Emergency Binder?   We like to put each item in a sheet protector and add divider labels to put them into sections. This makes it easy to pull things in and out when you need to access them.

Do I Store Copies or Originals? This is a personal choice but we recommend storing the originals IN your emergency binder and store photocopies of them in a filing cabinet, and also scan a digital copy and give it to a trusted friend or put it in a safe deposit box. If your house burned down or was flooded it would a relief to know that you don’t have to go through the hassle of replacing those documents. 

If you already have a water/fireproof filing cabinet or safe you may choose to just put copies in your binder so that you can have the information on hand in an emergency but know that you can return home and find the originals intact at a later time.


What should I store my binder in? Even though the idea is to grab the disaster kit and bring it with you, there is always the chance that you won’t be home during an emergency. In this scenario you would still want to return home and find your binder in good condition (especially if your original documents are IN the binder). We recommend storing your binder in a fireproof/ waterproof locked box that is small enough to be transported with you in an emergency.

Keep it updated.  Once you’ve put together your family’s emergency binder, periodically review the contents and make sure the information inside is current. You might also want to make a spare copy duplicating as many items as you can, and keeping it in a separate location such as with a trusted relative or friend who lives outside your area. And as a final precaution, keep your binder sealed inside a water-tight, Ziploc® plastic bag to protect it from the elements. You never know when you’ll need it, but having an emergency binder is one way you can be ready to handle tough situations, should they come your way.
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